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DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
 

“Let us dream…of what life will be like for those who come after us, say, in two hundred 
to three hundred years” 
 

These are the words of Aleksandr Ignatyevich Vershinin, a character in The Three Sisters 
who loves and even needs, to philosophize. 
 

What will the world be like two to three hundred years from now? Will humanity have 
discovered how to live without war? Will the planet be saved from climate change?  Will the gap 
between rich and poor be narrower? Will everyone have food and shelter? Will there be more 
laughter than tears? I suppose these are questions only time can answer. 
 

In The Three Sisters, pondering and discussing the deepest human questions (such as, 
why do we suffer? what really matters? what must be done now to ensure a happier future for 
all?) was a pastime often engaged in by the characters who live in the world of this story. 
 

The plays that last ask the deepest universal questions and Chekov’s plays have lasted. 
For me, and I would venture to guess, for all the artists who have worked to lift this play from 
the page and into the eyes and ears of this audience, have been challenged by the questions The 
Three Sisters poses and we are richer for having accepted the challenge. 

INFORMATION 
In consideration of everyone in the theatre, especially the cast who have rehearsed for weeks, 
please observe the following: 
 

◆ Audience members are encouraged to wear a mask while inside the building including 
the entire performance.  Masks are available at the box office upon request. 
◆ Turn off and put away your cell phone or any device that might ring, buzz, or light up. 
◆ If you are anticipating the need to be contacted during the performance, leave your 
name and seat location with the box office staff and the box office number with the  
person who may need you; the box office number is 336-758-5295. 
◆ Laptops are not allowed; pens and paper are great alternatives for taking notes. 
◆ Copyright laws prohibit recording in any format of any performance.  Flash  
photography can be especially hazardous to performers and a distraction to the rest of 
the audience. 
◆ Eating and drinking (other than water) are never allowed inside the theatre. 

 
Thanks, and enjoy the show! 
 
The show runs approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes with one 15-minute intermission.
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CAST
OLGA...............................................................................................................................MaryAnna Bailey*§ 
MASHA............................................................................................................................Cameron Michles*§ 
IRINA...................................................................................................................................Sophie Thomas*§ 
TUSENBACH..........................................................................................................................Ian Davis-Huie* 
CHEBUTYKIN.............................................................................................................................Kevin Frazier 
SOLYONY...............................................................................................................................Xander Friedel* 
ANFISA.......................................................................................................................................Ananya Bali* 
FERAPONT......................................................................................................................................Vir Gupta* 
VERSHININ.............................................................................................................................Patrick Fenlon* 
ANDREY.................................................................................................................................Michael Votto*§ 
KULYGIN.....................................................................................................................................Evan Souza*§ 
NATALYA/NATASHA...........................................................................................................Georgia Orchid*§ 
FEDOTIK.....................................................................................................................................Evan Daane* 
RODE.....................................................................................................................................Zac Anderson*§ 
MUSICIAN (GUITAR).....................................................................................................Zhirun (Reese) Fan* 
MUSICAIAN (VIOLIN).............................................................................................................Maggie Payne* 
MAID...............................................................................................................................Melinda Cheatham 
MAID............................................................................................................................Lauren Veldhuizen*§



DRAMATURGS’ NOTES
The Three Sisters by Anton Pavlovich Chekov (1860-1904) was first performed at the Moscow Art 

Theatre in 1901. Chekov’s success as a playwright is closely entwined with that of the Moscow Art Theatre 
(MAT), established in 1898 by Vladimir Nemirovich-Danchenko and Konstantin Stanislavsky. The first 
big hit for the MAT was a production of Chekhov’s previously unsuccessful play The Seagull. When the 
MAT built a permanent theatre in 1902 a seagull image adorned the stage curtain and Chekhov’s three 
additional major plays Uncle Vanya (1899), The Three Sisters and The Cherry Orchard (1904) were all  
produced at the MAT. 

The MAT was created as an independent (not state controlled) theatre to produce serious drama, 
especially in the newly popular styles of realism and naturalism, with an emphasis on ensemble acting. 
Stanislavsky’s system of actor training, which would eventually have widespread international impact, 
emphasized the truthful presentation of human behavior. Actors were encouraged to make empathetic 
observation of real people in various situations. When acting a role, they used techniques such as studying 
a character’s given circumstances, pursuing the character’s objectives or wants, concentrating attention, 
and employing sense and emotional memory. Utilizing the concept of the “magic if” actors learned to 
respond in the moment with realistic emotion by imaging their response as if they were in the character’s 
situation. 

Chekhov’s dramas provided ideal material for the MAT actors. In his plays, as with his famous 
short stories, Chekhov was a close observer of human behavior. Actors could delight in exploring the  
subtext in dialogue where what goes unsaid may be as important as the actual utterances. Though giving 
an impression of a slice of life, Chekhov’s scenes are composed of carefully selected moments that reveal 
characters’ longings and failures. Chekhov shows us that comedy and tragedy can sit side by side in the 
individual moments that make up a life. 

Chekhov was also the observer of a society undergoing profound changes. The grandson of a serf, 
Chekhov used his writing to help support his parents and older siblings following the collapse of his 
father’s business and to put himself through medical school. In his writing, Chekhov observes individual 
winners and losers as time passes.  He reminds us that even necessary, positive social changes can result in 
painful losses. 

Though some aspects of human nature are timeless, the characters in The Three Sisters do not 
entertain themselves by watching television or playing video games. These are people who find  
amusement with music, reading, and especially by making conversation. The setting for this play is “the 
principal town of one of the provinces.” Privately, Chekhov identified the setting as a town such as Perm, 
which is hundreds of miles from Moscow with its theatres, concerts, restaurants and other pleasures. The 
characters in this play fill their spare hours debating philosophical points and quoting Russian literature. 
Quotations from and references to authors Alexander Griboyedov, Nikolai Gogol, Mikhail Lermontov, 
and Ivan Goncharov appear in this play, in addition to quotations from two of the short fables by Ivan 
Krylov and three separate works by Alexander Pushkin. It is not necessary to recognize all the references 
to enjoy characters who turn to literature as a way to understand the world. It serves as a reminder that 
Chekhov himself was part of an artistic tradition that blossomed in Russia and now belongs to the world. 

What does it mean to produce a play by a Russian playwright in 2023? 
            Chekhov is a Russian playwright. That may cause discomfort in a year when the Russian state has 
been waging war against its neighbor Ukraine. The Russian President Vladimir Putin has ordered his  
military to commit acts of horror and violence that disregard basic human rights. However, we recognize 
a distinction between a country under tyrannical rule and individual Russians. Chekhov, a Russian writer 
of a much earlier era, demonstrates how art can remind us of our common humanity and connections 
beyond borders. 



Dr. Wilson and his wife Emily have been avid supporters and champions of the 
Department of Theatre and Dance for many many years. He has even been known to 
participate in productions from time to time with his beautiful voice and charismatic 
presence. We searched for a special way to honor and thank them. 
 

It came to our attention that Dr. Wilson was a lover of Anton Chekhov’s short 
stories and plays and had a particular fondness for The Three Sisters. There it was! We 
are in the business of making theatre, and the perfect gift we could give is a production 
of a play he loves. 
 

We are thrilled to dedicate this production to our dear and long time friend, Dr. 
Ed Wilson. 
 

There is a guest book in the lobby you are welcome to sign to wish Dr. Wilson a 
happy birthday.

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY DR. EDWIN WILSON
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FRIENDS
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Tara S. Singer 
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Silent Sky 
by Lauren Gunderson  

 
directed by Cindy Gendrich  

March 31-April 1, 5-8 at 7:30 PM 
April 2 at 2:00 PM 

 
Harold C. Tedford Stage 

 
Tickets: 

$15 adults, 
$12 senior citizens, 

$7 students 
 

336.758.5295  theatre.wfu.edu

 
Back Story is the hilarious and moving story of 
the adventures of Ainsley and Ethan Belcher, a 
close brother and sister dealing with the  
disappearance of their father who, when they 
were small children, went on a fishing trip and 
never returned. Ainsley is a former musical 
prodigy devoted to protecting and guiding the 
entrepreneurial and energetic Ethan to a positive 
path in life. Back Story is based on a short story 
by playwright Joan Ackermann. Its unique  
theatrical feature is that its 19 scenes are written 
by 18 different playwrights, each of whom chose 
a specific moment in the short story to expand 
upon, thus creating the back story of Ethan and 
Ainsley. 
 

Tickets: 
$10 adults, $7 senior citizens, and $7 students 

336-758-5295                theatre.wfu.edu 
 

General admission seating.  No late admission.


	cover
	Directors Note
	title page
	Dramaturgs Note
	Wilson
	production staff
	donors
	upcoming events


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


