


DIRECTOR’S NOTES
As I write this, our production of William Shakespeare’s The Tempest is making magic happen in the 
shops and on the stage, as well as in the booths and offices of Scales. We are one week from opening, 
and the magic plan is in full swing. By the time you read this, you will be moments away from 
experiencing that magic. Your presence is our ignition. I have the uniquely wonderful good fortune to 
be able to be a part of both worlds: the world of the play and the world of the audience. I’ll be sitting 
somewhere among you, anticipating that indescribably exciting moment when the house lights go to 
half, and we are seconds from starting our voyage to another world. I have experienced this moment 
hundreds and hundreds of times in my life as a theatre goer and a theatre maker. It never gets old.

My journey to this enchanted world of The Tempest began in the summer of 2024, when rising  
senior Ellie Howell and I began a research collaboration to fulfill both her URECA project and 
my dramaturgical necessities. In the previous semester, I had attended a lecture-demo workshop 
on campus about ancient theatrical techniques used in Chinese Opera, especially the use of silks. 
I emerged from this workshop with energy, purpose, and direction. Ellie and I continued this 
exploration to include the creation and use of puppets in both current and ancient storytelling – 
shadow puppets, finger puppets, hand puppets, life-sized and giant puppets. We read articles and 
watched videos, and I was enchanted: the perfect state of being from which to explore the telling of 
Shakespeare’s timeless tale of treachery, love, forgiveness, and magic, and to enhance his beautiful and 
powerful language.

With an extraordinary design and production team, I shared some of my ideas that had evolved into a 
concept. First and foremost, who would play Prospero? That was an easy one: Leah Roy, my colleague 
in our department and friend of many years.  Prospero would become Prospera – a mother instead 
of a father, a former queen instead of a duke. I also wanted to cast several actors as Ariel instead of 
just one, a dramatic homage to my obsession with the ancient Greek chorus. Next, it was important 
to me that this timeless story should feel as timeless as its unspecific location – it is somewhere long 
ago in an untouched place. Costumes and props would be both imaginative and unspecific in terms 
of culture and period, but at the same time reflecting aspects of many different cultures. Sound 
would be a combination of enchanted island sounds and original music. Lighting was inspired by the 
extraordinarily deep and brightly colored glass sculptures of Chihuly. And there’s the storm, of course. 
Brace yourselves, my friends. You will be part of the storm, but I promise you will emerge with your 
clothes as fresh (hopefully) and dry as they were when you first took your seats. I have to stop now. I 
must let our amazing cast and crew tell you the story. This project has been life-changing for me in all 
the best possible ways. Our rehearsals have been collaborative and joyous, full of discovery, hard work, 
and much laughter. They have surpassed my wildest dreams.

And in just a few seconds, the house lights will go to half….
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INFORMATION
In consideration of everyone in the theatre, especialy the cast who have rehearsed for weeks, please observe the 
following:
	 • Turn off and put away your cell phone or any device that might ring, buzz, or light up.
	 • Laptops are not allowed; pens and paper are great alternatives for taking notes.
	 • Copyright laws prohibit recording in any format of any performance.
	 Flash photography can be especially hazardous to performers and is a distraction to other patrons.
	 • Eating and drinking (other than water) are never allowed inside the theatre.

The show runs approximately 2 hours & 30 minutes long including a 10-minute intermission.

Thank you, and enjoy the show!

SPECIAL THANKS
Littler Theater of Winston-Salem
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COMMONLY USED PHRASES CREDITED TO SHAKESPEARE

Mary Wayne-Thomas

AUDIENCE NOTICE
This performance includes flashing lights and atmospheric effects that could be triggering for patrons with 
photosensitive epilepsy or other light sensitivities. Please take necessary precautions if needed.
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