


DRAMATURG’S NOTE

The first performance of Tartuffe at the festival of Versailles was met with enthusiasm from
all but the church and the upper classes of French society. In his play, Molière explores
obsession with religion, social standing, and spectacle under the reign of Louis XIV. The
gullible character of Orgon parodied the French nobility and Tartuffe’s character upset
Catholic leaders for his deceptive displays of virtue. Thought to be a mockery of religious
hypocrisy, these leaders claimed Tartuffe would inspire undesirable behavior in its audiences,
and thus the play was banned from the stage and the original scripts were burned. Although
Tartuffe was resurrected and performed in private many times during the ban, the script was
heavily revised before the ban was lifted five years later in 1669. The final script was a
product of many rewrites and substantial censorship and is the only "original" version of
Tartuffe we have today. This production of Tartuffe uses an English verse adaptation from a
translation of the French script.

Adolf Friedrich Erdmann von Menzel (German, 1815-1905). Portrait of Moliere, 1850. Soft ground etching on
China paper laid down, 8 1/4 x 7 in. (21 x 17.8 cm). Brooklyn Museum, Museum Collection Fund, 39.24 (Photo:
Brooklyn Museum, CUR.39.24.jpg)
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INFORMATION

TIPS for a pleasant experience tonight. In consideration of everyone in the theatre,
especially the cast who’ve been rehearsing for weeks, please observe the following:

◆ Turn off and put away your cell phone or any device that might ring, buzz, or 
light up.

◆ If you are anticipating the need to be contacted during the performance, leave 
your name and seat number with the box office staff, leave the box office number
with the person who may need you (your babysitter, for example) 336-758-5295.

◆ Laptops are not allowed; pens and paper are great alternatives for taking notes.

◆ Copyright laws prohibit recording in any format of any performance.  Flash       
photography can be especially hazardous to performers and a distraction to the 
rest of the audience.

◆ Eating and drinking (other than water) are never allowed inside the theatre.

◆ We proudly offer recycling of tonight’s playbills; please place in baskets at the 
door.

Thanks, and enjoy the show!

Professor Emeritus James Henry Dodding died in March 2018 in his native England.
Dodding first came to Wake Forest University to teach and direct in the University
Theatre in the late 1970s. He directed more than 20 productions for the University
Theatre. His productions of Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, Shakespeare plays, and many
others brought a legion of new students to the Department of Theatre and Dance.  Many
of these students went on to successful careers in the theatre. He adapted and directed
The Passion at Wake Forest initially in 1981 and re-staged it as a promenade production
utilizing much of the Reynolda campus. In 1984, he conceived, wrote and directed Wake
Forest's Sesquicentennial Sound and Light Show, which took place on Hearn Plaza. In
2000, he directed a production of Hamlet in the newly-redesigned Ring Theatre as part
of an International Symposium on Shakespeare and the works of British scholar Ronald
Watkins. He continued coming to Wake Forest to teach and direct until 2008. His final
production here was The Gondoliers.

The Department of Theatre and Dance is committed to establishing a scholarship that
would honor Jim’s memory and inspire generations of students for many years.

IN MEMORIAM



SPECIAL THANKS

Elisa Bernard
Dr. Amanda Vincent

POST-PERFORMANCE DISCUSSION

There will be a post-performance discussion on Sunday, February 17 with: 

◆ Dr. Stephanie Pellett, Associate Professor – French and Applied Linguistics
Dr. Pellet specializes in discourse studies and is the author of a textbook for  
conversational French. Dr. Pellet teaches French Translation.

◆ Dr. Elizabeth Anthony, Associate Teaching Professor - French Studies
Dr. Anthony’s interests include French and Francophone Theatre and French 
films.   In addition to teaching language and literature, she enjoys organizing the 
French Film Series each semester.

◆ Dr. Sally Barbour, Professor – French and Francophone Language, Literature 
and Culture. Former director of the WFU Teaching and Learning Center and a 
translator herself, Dr. Barbour, participated in the summer Certificate Program in
Teaching Translation and Interpretation at the Monterey Institute for 
International Studies. She developed and has taught a course on translation   
studies in the French curriculum.

◆ Dr. Cindy Gendrich, moderator; Director of IPLACe and Professor of Theatre 
& Dance.  The recipient of a 2010 NEH grant from the Enduring Questions    
program and a 2018 NEA grant, Dr. Gendrich is interested in comic theory,    
acting and directing history, theory, and practice, as well as global forms of    
experimental theatre.

The discussion will focus on the challenges translated works present and the history of
Tartuffe.  The audience is invited to stay after the performance and participate in this free
event.
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Spring Student
Choreographic

Concert
Directed by Jessie Laurita-Spanglet

April 25-27 at 7:30 PM
April 28 at 2:00 PM

Harold C. Tedford Stage

Tickets:  $15 adults,
$12 senior citizens, $7 students

336.758.5295
http://college.wfu.edu/theatre

The Caucasian Chalk Circle
by Bertolt Brecht

Translated by James and Tania Stern
with W. H. Auden 

Directed by Cindy Gendrich

April 5-6 & 11-13 at 7:30 PM
April 7 & 14 at 2:00 PM

Harold C. Tedford Stage

Tickets:  $15 adults,
$12 senior citizens,

$7 students

336.758.5295
http://college.wfu.edu/theatre
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