


DIRECTOR’S NOTE

José Rivera wrote Marisol in 1992, after a decade or more of social decline in New York City,
where crime, AIDS, poverty, homelessness, and filth had ravaged that beautiful city.  Not
surprisingly, then, Marisol explores some big themes:  time, death, love, loss, identity, danger,
God, courage, and transformation.  What do you do when your protection is gone? How can you
face something hard and unforeseen, something that tests you, something that turns your world
upside down?  Where do you find hope and connection and strength? Where do you get your
power? 

In the face of that last paragraph, you might think you’re in for an evening of unceasing
darkness, but you needn’t worry.  This is José Rivera’s writing we’re talking about, and while its
central character is facing a rather apocalyptic future, there’s plentiful light and humanity to be
found.  A few weeks ago, I saw a photograph in which a young man stood with a hand-lettered
sign that read, “The Beginning is Near.” The hopefulness of that “warning” made me smile, and I
strongly connected it to Marisol.  

I’d like to thank everyone who created this production: our terrific actors, designers, stage
management, shop workers, front of house, and crews—as well as our guest, José Rivera, whose
residency during the second week of our run comes during a very busy time for him.  If you in
the audience are here on October 5, we hope you’ll stick around to join him in conversation.
And José, we hope you like what we’ve done with your gorgeous words.

We’ll have two other special guests with us on September 29—our terrific new Provost, Dr.
Rogan Kersh, and his wonderful wife, Sara Pesek. Please join us for a reception to welcome them
after that Saturday’s performance.

I’ll leave you with the fact that our students connected forcefully with Marisol and pressed hard
for us to include it in this year’s season.  I wonder what you make of that.  Maybe, as students
anticipate graduation, they recognize something in the uncertainty and ferocity of the play’s
world.  Maybe they simply love rich language and great characters.  What I know is that there is
something in Marisol which, while wrapped in a bruised and sometimes frightening vision,
energizes and inspires hope. It has certainly filled those of us who have worked on the play with
a sense of possibility, connected us, lifted us, and charged us.  We hope it does the same for you. 

Cindy Gendrich

POST-PERFORMANCE DISCUSSION

On Friday, October 5, there will be a discussion of Marisol with the playwright José Rivera, the
director, and the cast and crew immediately following the performance.  Light refreshments will
be available.
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José Rivera (Playwright) José Rivera’s plays have been translated into seven languages
and seen at New York’s Public Theatre, South Coast Rep, the Mark Taper Forum,
Playwrights Horizons, Manhattan Class Company, among others.  Honors include
Obie Awards in Playwriting for Marisol and References to Salvador Dali Make Me Hot
as well as a Fulbright Arts Fellowship, a Rockefeller Grant, a Berilla Kerr Award, and
a Whiting Foundation Writing Award.  In 1986, The House of Ramon Iglesia aired on

PBS’s American Playhouse series.  In 1989, Rivera studied writing with Gabriel Garcia Marquez at
the Sundance Institute.  The next year, he was a writer-in-residence at London’s Royal Court
Theater.  He co-created and produced the NBC series Eerie, Indiana.  His first film The Motorcycle
Diaries opened at the 2004 Sundance Festival, was part of the 2004 Cannes Film Festival, and won
several international awards.  Rivera serves on the boards of the Independent Feature Project and
the Sundance Institute and is a member of the LABYrinth Theater Company.   He is currently
working with Ron Howard on the Showtime series, Conquest.

Andy Belt (Lenny) is a senior from West Hartford, Connecticut and is thrilled to be
performing on the Mainstage again. Some of his previous Wake Forest Theater
credits include Almost, Maine, The Grapes of Wrath, Smash, and Sonnets for an Old
Century. He would like to thank Cindy for this great opportunity. 

Kristen Bryant (Angel) is a recent Wake Forest alumna ('12) who works as Wake
Forest Fellow in the Office of Student Life. The native of Augusta, Georgia was a
Sociology major as an undergrad and plans to get her masters in Urban Planning at a
yet to be determined institution at a yet to be determined time. As a student, she was
active in WFU theatre as a member of the Wake World cast, Laughtracks, Props
Master for God of Carnage, Gale in Passive Belligerence, and Saint Monica in The Last

Days of Judas Iscariot. As a staff member, Kristen enjoys having an impact on the vibrancy of our
campus culture and working with students. More importantly, she appreciates not having to do
homework after rehearsal. Many thanks to her family, friends, cast, crew, the lovely Dr. Gendrich
and the Campus Life staff!

Mankaprr Conteh (Radio Announcer/Homeless person)is a first year student from
Bear, Delaware. Mankaprr, who developed a love for theatre at 13, has been a part of
several shows, her favorites including Harvey and Father of the Bride. When she's not
on stage sleeping under rags and dodging golf clubs, Mankaprr loves to spend time
with her extremely large, Sierra Leonean extended family. She looks forward to
growing as an actress at Wake Forest and would like to thank Cindy, Molly and the
cast of Marisol for being so welcoming!

BIOGRAPHIES



Molly Dunn (Stage Manager) is a junior double majoring in Religion and Psychology
from Gainesville, Florida. Marisol is her first experience stage managing a production
on the Wake Forest Mainstage. She would like to thank Cindy and Chandalae for their
guidance, the cast for their unwavering passion and optimism, her awesome ASMs,
and her 2A family, as always, for being such a bottomless source of hugs, laughs, and
milkshakes. Enjoy the show!

Amanda Emma (Woman with Furs) is a senior Theatre major and English minor.
You may have seen her last year in the Mainstage in Almost, Maine. She also enjoys
directing and will be directing a show in the spring for an Honors Theater  project.
She would like to thank the cast and crew for an amazing experience, the stage team
and particularly stage manager, for keeping things together, and most importantly, the
director of the show, Cindy, whose clear vision and insights continue to inspire her!

Alexa Erb (Voice of Sandy/Homeless person) West Philidelphia born and raised, on
the playground where she spent most of her days--Just kidding. Alexa was born and
raised in the beautiful Burlington, Vermont. At the moment, she is undecided about
her major, but is thinking about a minor in Theatre. Alexa made her theatrical debut
at the age of three when she played Mary the Mother of Jesus in a school Christmas
pageant. Since then, she has been cast in a variety of roles including Hansel (of Hansel

and Gretal), a dead old man in Arsenic and Old Lace, and most recently a homeless person! She
feels incredibly blessed to have been given this opportunity to work with Cindy and the cast and
crew of Marisol. Alexa looks forward to continuing her four year long journey with the Wake
Forest Theatre department.

Sarah Fine (Hispanic Voice/Homeless person) is a freshman from Coral Springs,
Florida. She graduated from Coral Springs Charter School as valedictorian and
president of her class. At Wake Forest, she plans to be pre-med with a double major
in Biology and Theatre. Sarah is incredibly excited for the opportunity to perform in
Marisol with such a talented cast. She would like to thank her family and friends for
their support and hopes everyone enjoys the show!

Sara Lindsey (Costume Designer) is a senior Theatre major and Art History minor.
She is thrilled to see her costume designs hit the Mainstage with Marisol this season.
Some of her previous experience includes costume designing some of last fall's Studio
Series productions: The Naming of Things, The Man who Turned into a Stick, Breast
Men, Dr. Fritz and the Forces of Light, and Mountain Language.  Being a part of the
production team for Marisol has been such a meaningful experience for her and she

would like to thank Cindy for this wonderful opportunity.  Sara would also like to thank Mary,
Lisa, and Alice for all their help during this process.  





Mara McCaffray (Marisol) is a senior at Wake Forest, and the Theatre Dept has been
her home away from home since her arrival. Mara can't believe that she has been
given the incredible opportunity to play Marisol after falling in love with the play in
her first year seminar. She would like to thank Cindy, Molly, Blakeney, Ryan, and
Ashley for making this process so smooth and rewarding. A big thank you also to the
cast without which Mara could not have gotten this far. And finally, Mara would like

to thank her family and friends for always being supportive and loving when it is so needed. She
hopes that you enjoy the show, and that you get yourself some power, whatever you do.

Bradley Naumann (Subway Announcer/Skinhead/Homeless person) is a freshman
from Santa Cruz, California with academic interests in Computer Science and
Communications.  He participated in all different types of theater throughout his
high school experience and enjoyed putting on many productions such as the
musicals The Wedding Singer and Dames at Sea.  When he’s not in the theater, you
would probably see Bradley playing basketball, skateboarding around campus,

dancing, hanging with friends, and making people laugh as a new member of Wake Forest’s
comedy troupe, “The Lilting Banshees.”   He would like to thank the entire cast and theater crew
for all of their help and support!

Blakeney Oliver (Assistant Stage Manager) is a sophomore (possible)
Communications major from "Small Town Friendly" Rutherfordton, North Carolina.
When she is not helping out around the theatre, she enjoys entertaining people with
her genuine Southern accent and acting in The Living Parables Christian Drama
Troupe. This is her first time assistant stage managing, and she would like to thank
Molly for showing her the ropes. She would also like to thank God for giving her the
strength to finish her classwork and make it to rehearsals while still in a good mood.

Lamar Pickett (Voice of drug dealer/Homeless person) is a sophomore Biology major
from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He attended Sewickley Academy, where he performed
in The Drowsy Chaperone, Musical Mosaic, and Cabaret. He was also a member of the
school chorus in his high school years. In his spare time, Lamar enjoys listening to
music, singing, and playing the guitar. He is very excited to join the Anthony Aston
Players this year in the first performance of his college career. Lamar would like to

thank the cast, crew, and directors of Marisol for welcoming him into theater at Wake Forest.

Zac Pierce-Messick (Man with Golf Club/Man with Ice Cream/Man with Scar Tissue)
is thrilled to be in Wake Forest's production of Marisol with such a talented and
dedicated cast. Zac attended UNCSA for his senior year in high school, and has been
a part of 6 shows at Wake Forest thus far. His major is currently undeclared. Zac
would like to thank his family and friends for their constant support.





Ryan Riccordella (Assistant Stage Manager) is a freshman who is thrilled to begin his
involvement with the Mainstage Theatre as assistant stage manager.  Ryan's acting
background includes Rhinoceros and various other roles through his theater classes in
high school.  Beginning his sophomore year of high school, Ryan was assistant
director for his school's drama club for productions of The Brothers Grimm,
Spectaulathon and Get Smart. In his senior year, Ryan directed The 1st Annual

Achadamee Awards.  Ryan cannot wait to become even more involved in Mainstage productions
and would like to thank the brilliant cast, design team and crew for making Marisol such a
powerful production. A special thanks goes to stage manager Molly Dunn and director Cindy
Gendrich for their dedication, creativity and enthusiasm.

Amy Shackelford (June) is a junior from Orlando, Florida double majoring in
Communication and Women's and Gender Studies. Amy couldn't be happier to work
alongside, and just hang out, with such talented and fun people. Many thanks to Cindy
for her superb direction and Molly for her general awesomeness. A big thank you to
Nate and the rest of Amy's sweet friends for putting up with her insane schedule. Amy
hopes you enjoy the show and continue to support the arts! Finally, a big thank you to

Amy's mom who drove up from Orlando to see Amy in her most interesting role yet. Love to you
all! 

Ashley Singer (Assistant Director) is a Senior from Chestertown, Maryland majoring
in theatre. Some of Ashley's favorite previous credits include sound designing for
Almost, Maine and directing Please Have a Seat and Someone Will Be With You
Shortly. In her time outside of the theatre, she enjoys horseback riding, particularly
the sport of dressage. She would like to thank her family and friends for their
unending support and Cindy for the opportunity to assistant direct. She hopes

everyone enjoys the show as much as she has enjoyed working on it. 

Melody Wang (Homeless person) is a freshman who is very excited to be a part of her
first Wake Forest production! She works backstage on costumes as well as on stage as
an old voodoo woman and loves anything she can do for the theater. She hopes she
can participate in many more crazy theatrical shenanigans in future years.

Wendy Xiao (Homeless Person) is a freshman and hopes to major in Computer
Science and minor in Theater. She is from Clemmons, North Carolina, a suburb of
Winston-Salem. Marisol is her first experience in theater at Wake Forest. She would
like to thank Cindy for giving her the opportunity to be in this production and the
cast for all their support. She hopes to join more productions in the future. 
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INFORMATION

NO PHOTOGRAPHY, NO RECORDING, NO TEXTING.  In consideration of performers and
other patrons, please turn off any cell phones and electronic alarms and leave all paging devices at
the Box Office.  The use of laptops and cell phones is prohibited in the theatre.  As always, please
remember that the use of cameras and all recording devices is strictly prohibited.

Please refrain from eating or drinking in the theatre.  Smoking is prohibited in the building.  To
be reached in an emergency, please leave your name and seat location at the Box Office when you
arrive.

There will be adult language and content as well as loud noises during this production.

SPECIAL THANKS

José Rivera
Christina Tsoules Soriano

Perry Ransbottom
The University of North Carolina School of the Arts

The Interdisclipinary PLACe
Film Studies Program

Program of Innovation, Creativity, and Entrepreneurship

UNIVERSITY THEATRE SEASON

The Wake Forest University Theatre is pleased to announce its 2012-2013 season lineup:

Marisol by José Rivera
As You Like It by William Shakespeare

VOX written and performed by the ensemble
Noises Off by Michael Frayn

A subscription entitles you to one ticket to each production, plus admission to the Studio Series
in the Spring.  If you like what you see today and want to upgrade to a season pass, please see the
Box Office attendant.  The price of today’s ticket will be counted towards your cost of upgrading
your ticket to a season subscription.  
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As You Like It • VOX • Noises Off

WFU THEATRE PRODUCTIONS



WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY THEATRE ASSOCIATION
2012-2013 Season

September 24, 2012

Barton & Brenda Baldwin‡

Estate of John Arthur Collins III
Claire & John Friedenberg‡

Mr. & Mrs. Henry H. Jordan II‡

Joel Leander
Sioban Nicole McNamara‡

Harold & Josie Tedford
Mary Wayne-Thomas

John J. Casey
Mr. & Mrs. Julius H. Corpening

Caroline Sandlin Fullerton
Denise Koch‡

James & Angela McNamara
Margaret Henry Moore

Dr. James & Patricia Toole‡

Estate of Robert Parker Wilson

Benefactors

Jonathan Christman
Gary A. Flower

Edwin‡ & Emily Wilson‡

Brook Davis‡ & Michael Huie‡

Cindy Gendrich & Woody Hood
Jane Bess Wooten‡

Sustainers

Susan Bray
Jill Carraway & Debora Horning

Jennifer George
Susan Hughes

Dr. & Mrs. Byron Moore‡

Elizabeth Rief‡ and Shawn Hooper
William H. Turkett, Jr.

Patrons

Rebecca Leonard‡ Meyressa Schoonmaker‡ & John Carroll
Sponsors

‡ Wake Forest alumni

Don & Nancy Wolfe

Lawrence Webb

Alyssa Biber‡

Bobbi & Bill Caldwell
Anne E. Davenport
Louise Y. Gossett

Marty Langley
Michael Pizzalato‡

David Singer

Carole Midura‡

Mary-Hollis Williams‡

Friends

Monty King
Steven & Susan Nedvidek‡

Alison McWilliams‡

Perry Patterson

Contributors

Office of Student Life

J. Howell and Jeanette Smith

Henry Weaver‡



Don’t miss
the Drama!

Join today to get all the event updates in Theatre & Dance.

Search Wake Forest Theatre & Dance or waketheatre.

As You Like It
by William Shakespeare
directed by Sharon Andrews

Nov. 2-3 & 6-10 at 7:30 PM
Nov. 11 at 2:00 PM
Mainstage Theatre

Tickets:  $12 adults, $10
senior citizens, $5 students

336.758.5295
wfu.edu/theatre
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