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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

Light Up the Sky has often been referred to as Moss Harts “love letter” to the theatre and
I heartily agree. However, it is definitely not first blush honeymoon love. It is more of the
seasoned love that comes from living, fighting and celebrating with family- warts and all.
It’s the “warts and all” that provide the comedy. Hart himself described the play as “a
simple story about show people who love each other, get into trouble, detest each other
and then find out that they need each other”

Famed playwright, actor and director, Hart was a total man of the theatre and no one
was better suited to shine a loving and comedic light on the theatre world of his time.
Many overt and covert references to Hart’s own life and experiences can be found in
Light Up the Sky. There is a monologue in the play about a young boy who sat in the
balcony of a theatre every Saturday with his chin pressed hard against the rail and cried.
When taking a look at Hart’s biography (or reading his much celebrated early memoir,
Act One), it is pretty clear that the young boy was Hart himself. In fact, Hart and many
of his theatrical contemporaries show up or are referenced in the play, albeit sometimes
with different names. Two characters in the play, the seasoned playwright Owen Turner
and the idealistic young playwright Peter Sloan are likely a combination of Hart’s own
representation of himself. Sidney Black and his brassy wife Frances are thinly disguised
versions of the producer Billy Rose and his swimming star wife, Eleanor Holm. Rose, to
say the least, was not flattered by the portrayals and threated to sue Hart. The “star” Irene
Livingston was modeled on Gertrude Lawrence, who Hart unsuccessfully sought to play
the role.

Light Up the Sky can be considered a light entertaining comedy and indeed its theatrical
“family” is made up of some broad and delightful characters that the cast has had a
delicious time creating. But it also carries a sincere message of personal and artistic
integrity and desire to speak one’s truth. In choosing to produce this play now, a time of
tremendous political and social tension, perhaps an entertaining theatrical “love letter” is
just what we need.
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SETTING

The living room of Irene Livingston’s Ritz-Carlton Hotel suite in Boston, Massachusetts
December 1948

Light Up the Sky is presented by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc.,
New York.



PERSONALITIES BEHIND THE SCRIPT

Moss Hart (1904-1961) was one of the most successful American
playwrights of the 20th century. He wrote Once in a Lifetime in
1929, which he collaborated with George S. Kaufman. The duo later
teamed up for You Can’t Take It with You and The Man Who Came
to Dinner. He also collaborated with Cole Porter and Irving Berlin.
Later, Hart became famous as a director including the long-running
My Fair Lady, which he won the Tony Award for Best Director.

Billy Rose (1899-1966) was a quintessential
theatrical showman. He was a Broadway
producer and theatre/nightclub owner. For
years before and after World War II he was a
major force in entertainment. He produced Jumbo, starring Jimmy
Durante and constructed a huge elaborate dinner theatre that had the
world’s largest revolving stage and featured stripper Sally Rand. In 1937,
he produced Billy Rose’s Aquacade, a music, dance and swimming show
which was the most successful production at the 1939-40 World’s Fair. G
The show starred Olympian gold medalist Eleanor Holm and Tarzan’s Johnny Welssmuller Rose
divorced comedienne and film star Fanny Brice and married Holm in 1939.

Gertrude Lawrence (1898-1952) was the inspiration for the character
Irene Livingston, though she did not play the role. She was a British
actress best known for her work in Noel Coward comedies as well as in
musicals. The daughter of performers, she made he stage debut in
1908. She starred in Hart’s Lady in the Dark in 1941. She performed
frequently in America and the UK. and remained one of the stage’s
most popular stars for a quarter of a century. She was performing in
the 1951 run of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s musical The King and I,
which earned her the Tony Award for Best
Actress in a Musical, when she passed away.

As the inspiration of Stella Livingston, Mary Boland (1880-1965) had
once been a star comedienne on the stage and later was a lively character
actress known in the 1930s for playing maternal types. In addition to her
stage work, she had a film career appearing in movies such as The
Women and Pride and Prejudice.




IN MEMORIAM

Professor Emeritus James Henry Dodding died in March 2018 in his native England. Dodding
first came to Wake Forest University to teach and direct in the University Theatre in the late
1970s. He directed more than 20 productions for the University Theatre. His productions of
Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, Shakespeare plays, and many others brought a legion of new
students to the Department of Theatre and Dance. Many of these students went on to successful
careers in the theatre. He adapted and directed The Passion at Wake Forest initially in 1981 and
re-staged it as a promenade production utilizing much of the Reynolda campus. In 1984, he
conceived, wrote and directed Wake Forest's Sesquicentennial Sound and Light Show, which took
place on Hearn Plaza. In 2000, he directed a production of Hamlet in the newly-redesigned Ring
Theatre as part of an International Symposium on Shakespeare and the works of British scholar
Ronald Watkins. He continued coming to Wake Forest to teach and direct until 2008. His final
production here was The Gondoliers.

The Department of Theatre and Dance is committed to establishing a scholarship that would
honor Jim’s memory and inspire generations of students for many years.

SPECIAL THANKS

Mallory Forsman
Andrew Hayes
Mark Pirolo
Lisa Weller
Thomas Williams
UNCSA Costume & Props Depts.

INFORMATION
In consideration of performers and other patrons, please turn off any laptops, cell
phones, and electronic alarms. Please remember that any use of cameras and recording
devices is strictly prohibited. Please refrain from eating or drinking in the theatre.
Smoking is prohibited in the building. Any audience member disturbing other patrons
or causing a disruption may be asked to leave without a refund or exchange of ticket.

The performance runs 2 hours and 20 minutes including a 10-minute intermission.
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THE WOLVES

by Sarah DeLappe
Directed by J.K. Curry

Oct. 25-27 at 7:30 PM
Oct. 31-Nov. 3 at 7:30 PM
Oct. 28 & Nov. 4 at 2:00 PM

Ring Theatre

Limited seating. No late admission.

Tickets: $15 adults,
$12 senior citizens,

$7 students

336.758.5295
http://college.wfu.edu/theatre

FALL FACULTY &
GUEST ARTIST CONCERT

Directed by Nina Lucas

November 15-17 at 7:30 PM
November 18 at 2:00 PM
Harold C. Tedford Stage

Tickets: $15 adults,
$12 senior citizens, $7 students

336.758.5295
http://college.wfu.edu/theatre
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