


DIRECTOR’S NOTE

This WFU Theatre production of The Crucible is the result of dedicated artistry and skill
on the part of students, faculty and staff. Many are not aware of the time and effort it
takes to research, design, create characters, rehearse, build, crew, and publicize a 
production, but I am, and I want to take this space to acknowledge those countless hours
and thank the people who have made it happen.

I am also grateful for the interdisciplinary opportunities that have been a part of this
project. Professor John Ruddiman (History with support from IPLACe) presented the
cast invaluable information about the time and place of the play. Anne Phelps (Character
and Leadership) organized and will lead the post show conversation on November 7 and
a summer abroad program inspired and informed the student dramaturgs.

It takes a village…hopefully one not infested by demonic forces!

INFORMATION

TIPS for a pleasant experience tonight. In consideration of everyone in the theatre, 
especially the cast who’ve been rehearsing for weeks, please observe the following:

◆ Turn off and put away your cell phone or any device that might ring, buzz, or 
light up.
◆ If you are anticipating the need to be contacted during the performance, leave 
your name and seat location with the box office staff and the box office number 
with the person who may need you; the box office number is 336-758-5295.
◆ Laptops are not allowed; pens and paper are great alternatives for taking notes.
◆ Copyright laws prohibit recording in any format of any performance.  Flash 
photography can be especially hazardous to performers and a distraction to the 
rest of the audience.
◆ Eating and drinking (other than water) are never allowed inside the theatre.
◆ We proudly offer recycling of tonight’s playbills; please place in baskets at the 
door.

Thanks, and enjoy the show!

The show runs approximately 2 hours and 45 minutes with a 10-minute intermission.
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DRAMATURG’S NOTE

Interestingly enough, Aurthur Miller’s 1953 play The Crucible is being performed more now than
ever before. Many have argued that Miller is a decidedly political playwright, and the political
context in which he based The Crucible has made the play a favorite of societies experiencing
political turbulence. The play was written during the Red Scare, a time of extreme aversion to
political radicalism, specifically communism. A few years after publishing his play, Miller was
brought before the House Un-American Activities Committee and asked to name people
involved in the communist party. It was almost as if he had foreshadowed his own political 
undoing through his play: just like his character John Proctor, he refused to name any names.
Though this play was inspired by our society’s fear of communism, The Crucible transcends this
specific cultural context. 

The Salem witch trials occurred in the colony of Massachusetts from the February of 1692 to
May of 1693. There is no other incidence in the history of the United States quite like the mass
hysteria of these witch trials. Mass hysteria is defined as a collective obsession disorder in which
a group is influenced by specific events which in turn cause panic to spread (Medical News
Today). There are countless conspiracy theories that attempt to rationalize the Salem witch trials.
These theories are far too simplistic, for example a popular theory is that moldy bread caused
hallucinations among the townspeople. In reality, the Salem witch trials erupted from a 
conglomerate of events: violence between the settlers and the Native Americans to the  north of
the colony, the King of England’s uneasy grasp of power from the east, and the omnipresence of
strict puritan culture. These factors allowed mass hysteria to arise from an unlikely source. A
group of young girls who seemed to be afflicted with an illness (or something more sinister)
began accusing people of witchcraft. Before long, an unstoppable chain reaction imploded: once
a “witch” confessed, they were asked to name other witches. Miller found this event to be a 
perfect metaphor for the political climate he was subjected to, though he did embellished the
story to fit his agenda. There is no evidence that John Proctor and Abigail Williams ever had an
affair.

In Massachusetts, most cases of witchcraft did not end in death. But Salem was different, the
entire population of the town and the surrounding areas were swept up into this debacle.
Neighbors were accusing neighbors, and it got to the point where the accused ran out of people
they knew and started naming those that they had never met. The mass hysteria was finally 
stifled when the Governor’s wife was accused. By the end of the trials, twenty people had been
executed and nearly 150 had been imprisoned. 

Not even a generation later, reparations were made to the families of those who had been killed
or imprisoned. It was not that society now rebuked witchcraft as something saved for ghost 
stories and children's books. Many government and church officials believed that the Salem
witch trials were used as a guise to exact revenge. Others believed that the devil himself had 
possessed the young girls and that the town had fallen victim to his will. Puritan society’s belief
in witchcraft would not be quenched for many years. Perhaps The Crucible’s popularity is due to
its resonance with current political turmoil. 
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The Crucible of  
Character: 

Post-Production 
Conversation with 

Makers of  the 
Production 
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Thursday, November 7 

7:30 PM Performance, 

Discussion Following 

    The Program for Leadership & Character seeks to better understand the             
     story told in The Crucible. Hear the cast and crew’s take on questions like: 

       ~ What insights can we gain from the mistakes and triumphs of history? 

       ~ How does playing a role, whether the character is “good” or “bad,” contribute    
       to your own sense of self and character formation? 

       ~What stories currently unfolding in our communities influence the way we 
      respond to this tale from the past? 

     Free tickets to the production will be provided to the first 30 students to register.  
     Register by emailing Ann Phelps, Director of Programming in L&C,  
     at phelpsa@wfu.edu. Students, faculty, staff, and community members welcome. 
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Ever in the Glades
by Laura Schellhardt

directed by Brittni Shambaugh
Addison (‘10)

Feb. 7-8 & 13-15 at 7:30 PM
Feb. 9 & 16 at 2:00 PM

Harold C. Tedford Stage

Tickets:
$15 adul ts,

$12 senior citizens,
$7 students

336.758.5295  theatre.wfu.edu

Fall Faculty & Guest

Artist Dance Concert
Directed by Nina Lucas

November 21-23 at 7:30 PM

November 24 at 2:00 PM

Harold C. Tedford Stage

Tickets:  $15 adul ts,

$12 senior citizens, $7 students

336.758.5295    theatre.wfu.edu
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